
Jean Baptiste Dube dit Du Bay. (1810-1887) 

 

Dube was born on May 10, 1810. Dube’s family resided in Green Bay for a period of 

time during his childhood. 

 

Dubay left Green Bay around 1823 or 1824 to work in Saginaw, Michigan. Next, he 

moved to Sault Ste. Marie and established a trading post for the Hudson Bay Company. 

The Hudson Bay Company was the number one rival of the American Fur Trading Co, 

for which Dubay would later work. In 1834 John Baptiste Du Bay established a trading 

post on the Wisconsin River one mile west of here, for the American Fur Company. His 

wife was Princess Madeline, daughter of Oshkosh, Chief of the Menominee Indians. 

According to tradition, Du Bay's father, John Lewis Du Bay, a French-Canadian 

voyageur, spent the winter of 1790 on the same site, which was known to the Chippewas 

as Nay-oshing meaning "the Point." Because of the underwater ledge, this was the first 

place north of Petenweil Rock where the river could be forded on foot and therefore 

became a strategic Indian crossing to the Black River hunting grounds to the west. Dubay 

eventually set up a trading post for the AFT Co. in Lac Flambeau. This post was his 

headquarters until about 1838 or 1839.  

 

Jean Baptiste Dube was a very prominent and well respected person by both the whites 

and the Indians that he encountered. Besides being a prodigious trapper and pioneer, 

Dube was also involved in council with the Chippewa and Sioux Indians. Dubay was 

himself a Half-Breed, Indian and French, and he respected and acknowledged both parts 

of his ancestry. Dubay was often used as a government interpreter and was known as a 

linguist. Dube did a lot of trading with many of the Chippewa tribes. They called him 

Oskaatawananee (the Flourishing Young Trader) and he was reported to have been the 

son-in-law of Oshkosh (the head chief of the Menomonee tribe). Dube’s wife’s name was 

Madeline “The Princess”. Together they had six children. 

 

Dube reportedly shot and killed William Reynolds at Fort Winnebago over a property 

dispute. He was charged with first-degree murder and endured two trials (in 1857 and 

1858). Luckily for Dube, both juries were unable to reach a verdict and he was released 

on a technicality. 

 

Jean Baptiste Dube lived a very busy life. As he grew older, his health began failing and 

he died on January 11, 1887. Dube had spent a good portion of his life traveling over the 

states of Wisconsin and Michigan.  
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